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Review our “Helpful Hints: Best Practices & Important Information” document to find guidelines for this section.

Writing Entry Prompt 1
What situation or event has helped you understand the need for leadership at the local/community level? Explain how this particular situation made a difference in your thinking. Hint: Do not spend most of your essay providing an interpretation, summarizing the background, or establishing a historical context for the situation or event; what is important is your understanding and how it has affected your sense of community interaction, leadership and need for involvement.  Make sure you set up the situation or event and transition smoothly into interpretation.

Writing Entry Prompt 2
In the preceding year and a half, the world has had an opportunity to reflect about and gain new insights of concepts that before many took for granted. Choose one of these concepts and discuss its importance on society and how you see the younger generations adapting to new understandings in the foreseeable future: time, place, human interaction, relationships. Hint: Do not spend most of your essay describing the chosen concept; rather focus on how it is applicable to you as a member of that younger generation and how you envision the potential different approaches.

Writing Entry Prompt 3
Some individuals possess a unique background, identity, interest, or talent that is so meaningful to them that they believe any application would be incomplete without it. If that description sounds like you, then please share your story and how the talent or interest has helped you gain and develop a sense of self and who you want to become. Hint: Center your essay around the uniqueness of the background or identity, how it has helped your personal growth, and how you perceive your future growth.

Writing Entry Prompt 4
Notable Kentucky contemporary writer Wendell Berry has stated that “we have lived by the assumption that what was good for us would be good for the world. We must change our lives, so that it will be possible to live by the contrary assumption that what is good for the world will be good for us.” Using an issue important in your life, discuss the validity of this quotation. Hint: Choose a specific issue rather than a generic one and incorporate your ideas in support of a balanced or a radical approach.  

Writing Entry Prompt 5
Choose one person whose ideas inspire you – a modern person or a person from another era – but who you have never met and imagine that you have the opportunity to meet and interview the person at her/his place during a brief period. Basing your choice on the ideas that inspire you, who would you choose and why the inspiring ideas make this an ideal interviewee? What one important concept would you focus upon in the interview and what insights will you expect to gain? Hint: Do not spend most of your essay describing the person and his/her biographical accomplishments; what is important to us is the inspiring ideas and what they reveal about you.
 
Writing Entry Prompt 6
At the center of the Governor’s Scholars Program logo stands a torch symbolizing the human curiosity that ignites the love for learning and overall intellectual development. Write an essay discussing your understanding of “curiosity,” how you explore your curiosity and how it has helped you cultivate a sense of who you are as a basis for a long-life successful personal trajectory. Hint: Although “curiosity” is associated with learning and education, you may consider other aspects of life as well, e.g., social, political, vocational, spiritual, and intellectual curiosity. Do not spend long sections on defining curiosity.  Assume your audience knows the definition.
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