2023 Writing Entry Prompts

Review our “Helpful Hints: Best Practices & Important Information” document to find guidelines for this section.

Writing Entry Prompt 1
Visual representations in all types of media are, consciously or otherwise, influencing our personal images, goals, and identities. Choose one of these concepts and write an essay in which you examine movie, TV, or social media representations and what positive lessons the public can learn from these representations: gender, ethnicity, social status, health, travel. Hint: Using a specific example, focus on the positive impact the visual images have on society, without utilizing valuable space to describe the movie, TV, or social media representations in more detail than you need to discuss your viewpoint.  

Writing Entry Prompt 2
At the center of the Governor’s Scholars Program logo stands a torch symbolizing the human curiosity that ignites the love for learning and overall intellectual development. Write an essay discussing an event in your life that ignited your sense of curiosity, and how it has helped you cultivate a sense of who you are as a basis for a lifelong successful personal trajectory. Hint: Although “curiosity” is associated with learning and education, you may consider other aspects of life as well, e.g., social, political, intellectual, and spiritual curiosity. Assume your reader knows the definition of curiosity and the adage about curiosity and the cat.

Writing Entry Prompt 3
As part of a Kentucky gubernatorial campaign, one of the candidates will be spending a day in your hometown, and you have been chosen to host and lead this candidate on a tour of the town. Write a feature article to your local newspaper to be published after the tour is finished, sharing your experience and explaining your choice of places, as well as their significance to you, your community and your region. Hint: Consider how taking part in your tour will help the candidate become a stronger leader for all Kentuckians. Assuming that the readers know the places, do not spend valuable space describing in detail each place.  

Writing Entry Prompt 4
It is 2035 and you have recently rediscovered a high school friend with whom you had lost contact. Write a letter to that person as your future self, in which you will reintroduce yourself. Explain your accomplishments, your greatest successes, and the most valuable lessons you learned from your failures. Hint: Consider describing your personal and professional goals, mentioning how your plans have changed in ways that your high school self never could have foreseen.

Writing Entry Prompt 5
It has been suggested that the images and slogans on T-shirts imply an association between the causes or issues being portrayed and the T-shirt wearer’s central values. Discuss the role of T-shirts, or other public displays of a person’s values, as a means of social interaction and to demonstrate a philosophy of life. Hint: Using a specific example, consider discussing the key values’ impact on current social, political and/or economic discourses in our communities.

Writing Entry Prompt 6
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is the year 2076 and your autobiography is already a bestseller. An important part of that 300-page masterpiece was the fact that you talked about the people who inspired you. Choosing one person whose ideas inspired and impacted you, write the page of your autobiography that describes the inspiring ideas and concepts of the individual that shaped who you are now and helped you create an extraordinary personal and professional trajectory. Hint: Do not spend most of your essay describing the person’s biographical accomplishments; what is important to us is the inspiring ideas and what they reveal about you.
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