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Poll The 44th Summer of GSP is off to a great start!
Click each campus picture to go to the campus
website and see what this year’s scholars are up to.

How are you connected with
GSP?

Parent/Family Member of
a Scholar

School Official

(Counselor, Teacher,
etc.)

Faculty or Staff

More Than One

Q1 Poll Results

How did you first hear about
GSP?

Family Member
29%

School
45%

Friend or Peer
26%
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ALUMNI YEAR

GAVE THE MOST GIFTS

WE RAISED

THANKS TO DONORS LIKE YOU!

WE RECEIVED

TOTAL DONATIONS

We had donors

spanning from the
alumni year 1983 to el
2025! #kygives26 ’

For the 44 summer of the GSP, the Statewide Selection
Committee reviewed and scored 1701 applications from

Dld you knOW? students across the Commonwealth.
Kentucky County Trivia 114

APPLICANTS WERE COUNTIES ARE IS THE TOTAL NUMBER
ACCEPTED INTO THE REPRESENTED ACROSS OF HIGH SCHOOLS
PROGRAM OUR THREE CAMPUSES REPRESENTED

Boyle County: The city of Danville in - 2
: : : 1S THE AVERAGE UGPA — IS THE AVERAGE
Boyle County is recognized as the City SCORE OF ACCEPTED Governor's Scholars Program ACT SCORE OF

of Firsts with many “firsts” happening SCHOLARS T ACCEPTED SCHOLARS
there, including being the first capital
of Kentucky (learn more).

Calloway County: Calloway County’s
eastern border is shaped by the
Kentucky Lake, known as "The Great
Lake of the South (learn more).

e "

e e
08.27.2026 @ 6:35 PM

Harlan County: The highest point in SAVE THE DATE

Kentucky is Black Mountain which is FOR GSP AT THE
located in Harlan County (learn more).

Rowan County: Rowan County is
home to the town of Sharkey that,
although unconfirmed, was named
after a rooster fighting champion with
that name (learn more).

"

Save the date for GSP at the Ballpark on
Thursday, August 27th at 6:35 p.m. as the
Louisville Bats take on the Gwinnett Stripers!
Ol Gisly (CEmney grieey Al More information and a link to purchase tickets

NG EURE STal LA B S AT will be emailed out in the coming weeks.
of connecting, reminiscing, and

enjoying a classic Kentucky tradition. It
was a beautiful day at the races!



https://danvillekentucky.com/america-250/danville-recognized-as-birthplace-of-kentucky-city-of-firsts/
https://www.tnriverline.org/calloway-county
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Mountain_(Kentucky)
https://www.rcky.us/community-history/sharkey-22ykf
https://www.murraystate.edu/gsp/
https://www.murraystate.edu/gsp/

Thank you to Keeneland for hosting
and to those who were able to join us!

GSP Alums visited all three campuses this month for
Alumni Day! They spoke to the 2026 Scholars about
their time at GSP, their personal experiences, and
their professional journeys. Thank you to the Alums
that were able to participate this summer! Be on the
lookout next spring to sign up to be a part of this
special day in the summer of 2027.

In alphabetical order: Jessica Bailey (‘92), Julia Berry (‘98),
Sarah Clark (‘03), Austin Cunningham (‘16, not pictured),
Thomas Lee Kuchenbrod (‘13), Ben Lake (‘11), Dorothy
Neagle (‘99), Ryan Schulte (‘04), and Shannan Stamper (‘89).

In alphabetical order: Marissa Allen (‘16), Phillip Brown (‘91),
John Darnell (‘01), Scott Davis (‘96), Liz Matson (‘89), Wake
Norris (‘93), Madeline Peterson (‘09), Rebecca Sim (‘95),
Preston Simmons (‘12), and Blair Skidmore (‘89).




In alphabetical order: Isaac Bourne (‘21), Lucy Burns (‘20), J.
Foster Cotthoff (‘91), Sierra Enlow (“05), Trey Grayson (‘89),
Caroline Koenig (‘21), Emily McDuffee (‘11),
Dorothy Neagle (‘99).

2025 Scholar Reunions

The 2025 Alumni returned to the campuses they called home last summer to reconnect with their
GSP community during the GSP Reunions at the beginning of June. It was great to see familiar
faces and catch up a year after their GSP experience.
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Compeiton.

Allie Shaffor (GSP -

View Alumni Page Submit an Update

Share your personal and professional

Visit the GSP website under “Alumni Updates milestones with your GSP Community. Send
and Highlights” to see what your fellow scholars career changes, promotions, weddings, or
have been up to. milestones to be included in the Quarterly
Newsletter!

Shop GSP merchandise using the link below, and don't forget to tag us on social media when you're
showing off your GSP gear!
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https://governors-scholars-program.myshopify.com/

Q_ New GSP Merch

‘® Shop Now @ governors-scholars-program.myshopify.com

Donor Spotlight

The GSP was designed to be funded and supported through a unique partnership between the
Governor and state legislature and the private community — corporations, foundations,
organizations, and friends of the Program.

Shannon Rickett Weber, 97 GSP-NKU
GSP Board Member

Shannon Rickett Weber, a GSP Class of
1997 alumna, exemplifies the lasting
impact of the program. Now a dedicated
board member and loyal supporter, she

Matthew Fahrbach, ’10, GSP-Centre
GSP Donor & Friend of the Program

Matthew Fahrbach, a member of the GSP
Class of 2010, has built an impressive
career at the cutting edge of technology.
Today, he serves as a research scientist



https://governors-scholars-program.myshopify.com/
https://governors-scholars-program.myshopify.com/

has remained deeply committed to
ensuring future scholars have the same
transformative experience she once had.
Professionally, Shannon has built a
career in higher education, with
leadership roles connected to the
University of Louisville and now the
Kentucky Community and Technical
College System. Her work reflects a
commitment to expanding access to
education and strengthening
opportunities for students across the
Commonwealth.

The GSP is strengthened by alumni like
Shannon who choose to stay engaged,
give back, and lead with purpose. Her
journey from scholar to board member

at Google, where he works on designing
smarter, faster ways for computers to
solve complex problems. His work
involves building sophisticated algorithms
that enable massive computing systems
to analyze data and make complex
decisions.

Matthew’s journey from Kentucky to one
of the world's leading technology
companies reflects the type of curiosity
and drive that the GSP seeks to inspire.
Over the years, Matthew has remained
deeply committed to giving back to the
GSP. His generosity has helped ensure
that future scholars can experience the
same transformational program that
helped shape his path.

and philanthropist is a powerful reminder
of what the program makes possible.

Brown-Forman

Few companies are as deeply woven into the fabric of Louisville and Kentucky as
Brown-Forman. Founded in 1870 and still headquartered in Louisville, the company has
grown into a global leader while remaining firmly committed to its home state. Over
generations, the Brown family and the company have invested more than a billion dollars into
the region, supporting arts, healthcare, environmental initiatives, and education.

Through sustained philanthropy and the work of the Brown-Forman Foundation, the company
has helped the GSP create life-changing experiences for scholars, opening doors to new
ideas and a future filled with possibility for young people across Kentucky.

That connection is embodied by Les Fugate. A GSP alumnus, Board member, and Vice
President at Brown-Forman, Les represents the very best of this partnership. His leadership

at the company and continued service to the GSP reflect a deep commitment to investing in
people and in Kentucky’s future.

CONTACT
INFORMATION

@PoATS

GSP wants your most up to date contact information on file. Click here to provide us with your
current email, mailing address, and/or phone number.

Update Your Information

To make a one-time or recurring donation online or in another way, click the link below.



https://secure.lglforms.com/form_engine/s/g_UbeOo2UtmsuiUOLemMsQ

Donate to the GSP

Governor's Scholars Program | [gsp.ky.gov]

Follow Us on Social
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